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Fall Newsletter 2022 

Greetings!  Welcome to our Fall newsletter and ministry 

updates for the year 2022.  The beautiful painting 

featured here is by Don Christensen.  Don was a 

founding member of our Nicaragua Project, and was 

instrumental in the construction of the building where 

our preschool is located.  The preschool is still thriving 

and is the main emphasis of our ministry in Somoto.  We 

continue to provide the finances to staff the preschool 

with excellent teachers, who deliver a top notch 

preschool experience for over 80 three, four, and five 

year old children, who come from the surrounding 

neighborhoods of Somoto. Marta and Candida continue 

to provide leadership for the preschool, and have been 

faithful to do so since its beginning.  This year we have 

been busy making upgrades to the kitchen and the 

restrooms of the preschool. The children receive two 

healthy meals each day, which is essential for their 

growth and preparation to enter the public schools.  

Below is a photo of Candida handing out shoes to needy 

children. The shoes were purchased and donated by a 

friend of our ministry. 

 

    

 

Matching Funds – One of our most successful fund-

raising events is the matching funds opportunity.  

Every year a few of our donors offer to match a 

certain amount of money that others give.  This Fall 

we have $5,000 available for people to match!  

Praise God!  A great opportunity to double your 

donation.  Please keep us in mind as you prayerfully 

consider your cheerful giving.  Thanks!  

If you would like to help, please send your tax 

deductible contribution via check to:   Bethlehem- 

Nicaragua c/o Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 1000 W. 

15th Ave., Longmont, CO 80501.  To make an online 

donation go to:     https://secure.myvanco.com/L-

YXX6/home  Scroll to the options (tiles) and click on 

the Nicaragua Project, then click on Donate Now and 

follow the directions. 

     The Market Place      Painting by Don Christensen 
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Providing Roofs – While we are still building homes 

for homeless families, quite often there are people 

who have put together a make-shift shack, using 

whatever materials they can find.  These families can 

greatly benefit from having a roof that will provide 

them a dry shelter during the rainy seasons.  For a 

little over $100 we can do this for them.  Having a dry 

shelter cannot be overemphasized as far as the 

quality of living and the health benefits it provides for 

these families.  

 

We continue to support our former scholarship student, 

Dr. Cristel, as she ministers to the poor and needy of 

Somoto through her dentistry. Here is a note that she 

sent us recently: 

“You do not know how happy I feel to be able to help so 

many people who need it. People from different 

communities come almost every day because they like 

my work and they know it's cheaper than if they go to 

another clinic.  

Many people have come and told me that other people 

have given them the address of my clinic because there 

is a friendly dentist who works very well, with 

affordable prices. That fills my heart a lot and I feel that 

I am an instrument of God to help.  

Thank you very much for always being willing to help 

those in need. It is a very important help.”   Cristel 

 

Scholarship Students - Gabriela is the eldest daughter of Aura Cruz.  She 

is 17 years old and will be finishing high school in December.  Because 

Aura is a single mother who cannot afford her own place, she lives with 

her mother and little sister at her paternal grandparents' house. 

Gabriela travels every day from a village called Melonar, to study in the 

city of Somoto.  The distance she walks is 4 kilometers one way for a 

total of 8 kilometers round trip. Aura has worked very hard because she 

alone provides the money needed for her two daughters to study. She 

works as a housemaid helping other people with their families' chores. 

Thank you to the generous donor that provides Gabriela with this 

scholarship, so that she can realize her dream of completing high school 

and continuing her education at the University.  
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Again, may we just say a heart-felt thank you to all of 

you who have supported this amazing ministry!  God 

has truly blessed us and blessed our brothers and 

sisters who partner with us in Somoto.  May the God 

of all provision bless you and your families, as you 

honor Him with your cheerful giving, and with your 

service to Him.  Amen. 


