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Order of Worship
Consideration of and care for those in need (especially those “at our gate,” visible to us, of whom we are aware) is an essential
component of good stewardship. It is in the sharing of wealth that we avoid the snare of wealth. It is the one whom death could not
hold—who comes to us risen from the dead—who can free us from the death grip of greed.

*Please stand as you are able.
+All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism. Congregation may read the bold
print aloud.

GATHERING
PRELUDE

(8:00 a.m.)

WELCOME
*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who is eager to forgive
and who loves us beyond our days. Amen.
Dear friends, together let us acknowledge
our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy and forgiveness,
we confess that sin still has a hold on us.
We have harmed your good creation.
We have failed to do justice,
love kindness, and walk humbly with you.
Turn us in a new direction.
Show us the path that leads to life.
Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.
Beloved of God:
your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole.
God points the way to new life in Christ,
who meets us on the road.

Scott Flanagan

Journey now in God’s abiding love
through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
*GATHERING HYMN

Gather Us In

ELW 532
Verses 1,2, and 3

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed us with your
grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

WORD
WORD FOR KIDS
ACCLAMATION

Mary B.

First Reading

Amos 6:1a, 4-7

The prophet Amos announces that Israel’s great wealth is a cause not for rejoicing but rather sorrow, because God’s people have
forgotten how to share their wealth with the poor. The wealthy will be the first to go into exile when judgment comes.
1a

Alas for those who are at ease in Zion,
and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria,

4

Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory,
and lounge on their couches,
and eat lambs from the flock,
and calves from the stall;
5
who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp,
and like David improvise on instruments of music;
6
who drink wine from bowls,
and anoint themselves with the finest oils,
but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!
7
Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile,
and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away.
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel

Luke 16:19-31

Jesus tells a parable in which the poor one is “lifted up” and the rich one is “sent away empty.” Jesus
makes it clear that this ethic of merciful reversal is not new but is as old as Moses and the prophets.
[Jesus said:] 19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted
sumptuously every day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21who
longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and
lick his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich
man also died and was buried. 23In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw
Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 24He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me,
and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these
flames.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good
things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony.
26
Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to
pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ 27He said, ‘Then, father, I
beg you to send him to my father’s house—28for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that
they will not also come into this place of torment.’ 29Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the
prophets; they should listen to them.’ 30He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them
from the dead, they will repent.’ 31He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ”
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY

Christ, Be Our Light

ELW 715
Versus 1, 3, 4, and 5

*CONFESSION OF FAITH

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
A brief silence.

O God, rich in mercy, fill your church with righteousness, faith, love, endurance, and
gentleness. Empower the baptized by your Spirit to be rich in good works and ready
to share. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Protect the earth and its creatures. Provide water, food, shelter, and favorable
habitats, especially for endangered species. Preserve threatened ice caps, glaciers,
parks, and beaches. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Increase justice in nations, local governments, and courtrooms. Guide lawyers and
those who hold public office to act with compassion and discernment (local
authorities may be named). God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Give food to the hungry. Set the captives free. Lift up those who are bowed down.
Watch over the stranger. Tend to those who are ill (especially). Stir us to act in the
best interest of our neighbors. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Enliven our praise. Inspire musicians, artists, poets, and all who create beauty in
this place (those who plan and lead worship may be named). God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Guide all bishops, pastors, missionaries, and other ministers of the gospel. Foster our
relationships with partner synods and local ministry partners (especially Lutheran Church
Of The Master in Lakewood, CO, Abiding Hope Lutheran Church inLittleton, CO, Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church in Littleton, CO, St. Philip Lutheran Church inLittleton, CO, Pueblo de Dios, of
Compton, CA, Cristo Rey of Denver and Cristo Rey of El Paso), that our visions and
actions are Spirit-led. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Enfold the saints who have died in the arms of your loving care. Grant that the holy
angels accompany us and bring us to eternal life with them in the light of your
presence. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we
offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

*PEACE & OFFERING
We take these moments to consider God’s abundance in our lives. We give offerings
to support the congregation and our ministries in this community and to support the
larger church and our ministries in the world. Offering plates are located by the
entryway and offering may be given anytime before or after worship. As we consider
our offerings to God, we also offer peace and friendship to those around us, preparing
ourselves to come to God’s table as friends, neighbors, and siblings in Christ.
Those worshiping outside the sanctuary may use this time to prepare food and
drink for the holy meal we are about to share.
Peace be with you all. And also with you.
Signs of peace may be shared with respect for individual social distancing needs.
OFFERTORY

MEAL

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection to new life, we watch for his
presence in our lives as we pray.
Pour out your Holy Spirit,
that by this Holy Communion we may know
the unity we share with all your people
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to live as we pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All are welcome at the Lord’s table! Our goal at Bethlehem is to invite, welcome,
and serve all of God’s beloved. During communion we practice this as we offer the
sacrament (the blessed bread and wine/juice) to anyone who comes forward. If you
or your child would prefer a blessing, please come forward with arms folded and/or
tell the communion server.
Communion kits are available at the door for any who wish to remain in the pews
for communion. To receive communion from servers at the front of the sanctuary,
follow the usher’s directions to receive a cup, receive bread (please indicate to the
server if you need gluten-free) and receive wine (first chalice) or juice (second
chalice).
The table is set and all are welcome.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Other communion hymns or special music may be added.
BLESSING
God of the abundant table,
you have refreshed our hearts in this meal
with bread for the journey.
Give us your grace on the road
that we might serve our neighbors with joy;
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
SENDING
ANNOUNCEMENTS

*SENDING SONG

Canticle of the Turning

ELW 723
Verses 1, 2, and 4

*BENEDICTION
*COMMISSION
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.

Liturgy content from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2011 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24256;
CCLI License # A2989020; One License # A-714852.

Worship Volunteers
Ministers: All baptized members of Bethlehem
Preaching:
Pr. Katie C.
Assisting Minister 8:00 a.m.
Assisting Minister 10:15 a.m.

Communion Ministers 8:00 a.m.
Communion Ministers 10:15 a.m.
Ushers 8:00 a.m.
Ushers 10:15 a.m.
Greeters 8:00 a.m.
Greeters 10:15 a.m.
AV Team
Children’s Sermon

Pianist
Vocal musicians 8:00 a.m.
Vocal musicians 10:15 a.m.

Gary K.
Dave H.
Shirley K. and Jenny K.
Jenn and Paul Puebla
Mark A., Bob G. and Dick K.
DeEtte E. and Jim W.
Estelle and Phil G.
Betty C. and Sandy W.
Mary B.

Ray L.
Steve W.
Sharon KC.

Weekly Announcements September 4, 2022
Through God’s abundant love we invite,
welcome, and serve as a light in the world.
Please remember in prayers: Bob G., Joyce G., Lorie C., Bruce B., Floyd A., Rini T., Cathy G.,
Darlene B., Gerry C., Jan M., Kristal H., George D., Lydia M., Jeremy G.; our homebound members:
Esther G., Doris C., Brenda H., friends and relatives of our community:, Lori H., Anthony D., Troy C.,
Michael S., Linda S., June D., Scarlett K., Sue H., Erwin B., Donna S., Dan R., Ruth V., and and
those serving our country: Brett B., Michael K. Jr., Bill W., and Steven R.

Current Covid Guidelines
Find our current Covid guidelines at https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/covid-19-news-and-plans/. Contact the PAG
(pag@bethlehem-lutheran.net) or church council (council@bethlehem-lutheran.net) with any questions,
comments or suggestions.
"Brewsday"
Stop by, have a beverage and check-in with Pastor Katie and church friends.
●
●
●

September 27, 5-6:30 p.m. Wibby
(New date) October 11, 7-8:30 a.m. Ziggi's on Francis
October 18, 5-6:30 p.m. location TBD

First Friday will be October 7th @ 6:00 PM at Dennis & Carolyn Bloemker’s home. Bring an appetizer and a
beverage to share. For more info call Shirley at 303-775-6928.
Are you ready to dust off your vocal cords and instruments? The Bethlehem Worship Team is exploring
options for a choir and other special music. If you like to sing or make music, please take this survey! Link to
survey: https://forms.gle/eqNaqysZ1tePTbM77
If you are unable to take the survey, please contact Jim W. (worshipchair@bethlehem-lutheran.net).
Naomi Circle October meeting will be in person (Youth Room) and on Zoom Tuesday, Oct 11, from 9:15
- 11:00 a.m. Our membership is open to all who are interested in joining us. Please contact Linda H.
(holstell@outlook.com ) or Sue S. (suesmith512@msn.com ) for further information.

Bethlehem Book Club
Calling all people who read. Yes, that includes you men as well. Dave H. attended the last meeting and can
attest to the fact that the BBC is more than willing to tackle serious and challenging topics; to wit, we discussed
Jesus and John Wayne: How White Evangelicals Corrupted A Faith and Fractured A Nation (non-fiction),
and a lively discussion it was. A list of past books can be found here:
https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/bethlehem-book-club/
The next BBC meeting (Zoom only) will be on Thursday, October 13 at 9:00 a.m., when we will discuss
Hum if You Don't Know the Words (fiction) by Bianca Marais, a book about life under apartheid. Following
that, we expect to take up Born A Crime (non fiction) by Trevor Noah - another book with references to the
devastation of apartheid. If you want to be added to the communications list, email Mary Jane at
mjvoogt2003@yahoo.com.

Meals on Wheels Holiday Gift Donation
Are you a knitter, crocheter, sewer or do you just love shopping for handmade items? The 2022 holiday gift to
Longmont Meals on Wheels clients will be handmade mittens, gloves or wrist warmers. Any homemade
medium is accepted. Just please be sure they are good quality, new and lovingly made. If you aren't a crafter
yourself, please consider a pair from Etsy or many of the local craft & artist fairs. Go to
www.longmontmeals.org/events for some from local Etsy artists. Please mail items to Longmont Meals on
Wheels or drop off items at the secure dropbox on the west side of the Longmont Sr. Center. Contact
Annie@lmow.org with questions.

The Reentry Initiative Fundraiser
The Reentry Initiative assists both women and men recently released from our prison system readjust to life on
the “outside”. The fundraising event is October 2 at 4:00 p.m. Tickets are available on their website:
https://www.reentryinitiative.org/about-tri/stories-of-triumph-event-10-2-22/

Feeding so many students!
Lutheran Campus Ministry in Boulder has had 30 to 35 students coming to their weekly Tuesday night dinners
and are seeking help with meals! They’ve set up a website page where individuals, groups, or congregations
can sign up to bring particular foods – menus have already been created for most of the semester. Visit
www.lutheranbuffs.org/food to sign up! Grocery store gift cards and special gifts are also very helpful. Contact
Megan Fry or Pastor Zach with questions or more info.

