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Order of Worship
Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is God’s promise
from the beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the “little flock” of which we are
a part in today’s assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the promises of God. Have no
fear.

GATHERING
PRELUDE
WELCOME
*Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.

*KYRIE all verses

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE all verses

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church.
Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive
you wherever you appear, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
WORD FOR KIDS

Pam B.
.

ACCLAMATION

First Reading

Genesis 15:1-6

God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own will be his heir and that his descendants
will number as many as the stars. Abram trusts God’s promise, and through this faith he is considered
righteous.

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid,
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord
God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is
Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a
slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of the Lord came to him, “This
man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5He
brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are
able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he
believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God enact in every age. Their hope and
trust in God’s promise allowed them to face an unknown future and to receive the promise of God.

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we understand that the
worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things
that are not visible.
8
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to
receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith
he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in
tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he
looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.
11
By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah
herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had promised. 12Therefore
from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as
the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”
13
All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance
they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners
on the earth, 14for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a
homeland. 15If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they
would have had opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that
is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he
has prepared a city for them.
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God
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Gospel

Luke 12:32-40

Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God’s reign. Instead of facing life
with fear, those who know God’s generosity are always ready to receive from God and to give to others.

[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to
give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for
yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief
comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also.
35
“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting for
their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for
him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the master
finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit
down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes during the middle of the
night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.
39
“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was
coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for
the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY

Seminarian Emily M.
Blessed Assurance
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*CONFESSION OF FAITH

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.

A brief silence.
Let

your lovingkindness be upon your church. Fill all who proclaim the gospel with your
Spirit. Equip your flock to speak your word of promise and hope in the midst of fear and
uncertainty. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Let your lovingkindness be upon your creation. Dwell among us and sustain our earthly
home. In places of famine, provide nourishment. In places of plenty, fashion us to be
good stewards of your bounty. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Let your lovingkindness be upon your world. Be our helper and our shield in places torn
by strife and violence (especially). Raise up courageous leaders to govern with
compassion and justice. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Let your loving kindness be upon your children. Look upon all who wait for your
steadfast love. Console those who grieve and embrace those who cry out to you
(especially). Help us to trust your promise and not be afraid. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.

Let your lovingkindness be upon this community. Fashion our hearts to strive for the way
of peace. Strengthen the outreach ministries of this congregation (specific ministries
may be named) and all who care for those in need. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Guide all bishops, pastors, missionaries, and other ministers of the gospel. Foster our
relationships with partner synods and local ministry partners (especially All Saints of
Brush, CO, Bethel of Windsor, Bethlehem of Brush, CO, Faith of Eaton, CO, First of Ault,
CO, Pueblo de Dios, of Compton, CA, Cristo Rey of Denver and Cristo Rey of El Paso),
that our visions and actions are Spirit-led. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Let us pray for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and its members who gather
this week in its Churchwide Assembly. Inspire the celebration of God’s varied works
throughout the church. Instill your peace in the midst of the work you have called us to
and the deliberations that will take place. Shape the work of the church according to
your will for the whole world. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
With thanksgiving we remember all who have died in faith and now rest in you. As they
placed their hope in you, so strengthen us to trust in your promise of new life. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast
love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Amen.

PEACE & OFFERING
We take these moments to consider God’s abundance in our lives. We give offerings to support the congregation and
our ministries in this community and to support the larger church and our ministries in the world. Offering plates are
located by the entryway and offering may be given anytime before or after worship.

Peace be with you all. And also with you.
All are encouraged to share conversation and signs of peace with respect for individual social distancing needs

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to live as we pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*SENDING SONG

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The God of Abraham Praise
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BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with kindness and ☩ give you peace. Amen.

COMMISSION
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God!

Liturgy content from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2011 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24256;
CCLI License # A2989020; One License # A-714852.

Worship Volunteers
Ministers: All baptized members of Bethlehem
Preaching:

Seminarian Emily Moentmann

Assisting Minister 8:00 a.m.

Pam B.

Assisting Minister 10:15 a.m.

Gene S.

Ushers 8:00 a.m.

Mark A. and Dru U.

Ushers 10:15 a.m.

Roger L. and Jim T.

Greeters 8:00 a.m.

Phyllis and Ken W.

Greeters 10:15 a.m.
AV Team
Children’s Sermon
Pianist
Vocal musicians 8:00 a.m.
Vocal musicians 10:15 a.m.

Sue and Mike S.
Matt J.
Pam B.
Ray L.
Dave H. and Dennis S.
Steve W.

Weekly Announcements August 7, 2022
Through God’s abundant love we invite,
welcome, and serve as a light in the world.
Please remember in prayers: Matt J., Bruce B., Sharon K-C, Floyd A., Rini T., Cathy G., Darlene B.,
Gerry C., Jan M., Kristal H., George D., Lydia M., Jeremy G.; our homebound members: Esther G.,
Doris C., Brenda H., friends and relatives of our community:, Lori H., Anthony D., Troy C., Michael
S., Linda S., June D., Scarlett K., Sue H., Erwin B., Donna S., and those serving our country: Brett
B., Michael K. Jr., Bill W., and Steven R.
Prayer of peace and comfort for the Ashlee Duttlinger Family, 39 old niece of Gail and Carl
Schurmann. Ashlee passed away this past weekend.
By entering this space, you agree to:
●

Answer Jesus' call to love others by wearing an appropriate face mask when requested. Masks are
available inside each of our entrances.
● Distance during worship. For easy distancing, you may sit where there is a quilt.
● Notify the church office if you become Covid-19 positive within 48 hours of attending a BLC event.
Those attending will be notified of exposure, but your personal information will not be shared.

Current Covid Guidelines - YELLOW LEVEL
Masks are required for the 8:00 a.m. service and large groups. Masks are optional for the 10:15 a.m.
service and small groups. Find our current Covid guidelines at
https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/covid-19-news-and-plans/. Contact the PAG
(pag@bethlehem-lutheran.net) or church council (council@bethlehem-lutheran.net) with any
questions, comments or suggestions.
Volunteers Needed
We need volunteers to set-up and clean-up, in addition to all of the regular worship leadership roles
(assisting minister, communion minister, greeter, usher, AV technician, and altar care) for our summer
outside worship service at 10:15 a.m. Sign-ups are on the display case by the north door.
Gracias from Nicaragua
Your love and support are bringing food, education, joy, and happiness to the 84 children in our
children’s project in Somoto. The Nicaragua board and 84 preschoolers and their families wish to
extend their deep gratitude to all who donated to our spring matching fund drive and for Bethlehem
Lutheran’s critical support through the years. Donations continue to be needed and accepted all year
and can be made through our website at https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YXX6/home. Scroll to the
options (tiles) and click on the Nicaragua project. Contact Mark H at holstemarka@outlook.com or
Cathy G at cegood47@aol.com

Book Club
The Bethlehem Book Club will meet on August 11 at 9:00 a.m. on Zoom. We will be discussing Red at
the Bone, by Jacqueline Woodson. We have borrowed a "books in a bag" collection from the
Longmont Library. There are copies available to use for the next few weeks. If you would like a copy
to read in preparation for the meeting, or if you would like to receive book club emails and zoom links,
contact Mary Jane at 303-579-4324. Everyone is welcome!
Social Justice Initiative
Check out what projects SJI has planned on our website or in the monthly newsletter. Contact Jane
Lahman at janelahman@hotmail.com if interested in joining. SJI meets the third Sunday of every
month via Zoom at 11:30 a.m.
Faith Formation
● Rally Day is August 21. This year’s theme is “Be a Light”
● Confirmation informational meeting is August 28 at 11:45 a.m.
Table Talks
On Wednesdays at noon from September to October at BLC (Fireside Room). We will discuss
Dietrich Bonhoeffer's Life Together, reading is helpful but not required. Bring your own lunch for Week
1. If you're interested in Zooming, contact Pastor Katie.
Naomi Circle
Meets in Youth Room and on Zoom Tuesday August 9 at 9:15 a.m. Contact Linda H.
(holstell@outlook.com) or Sue S. (suesmith512@msn.com)
Ambassadors at the Atria
Please join us August 14, immediately following the second service while we make a joyful noise
singing hymns and gospel songs with those in the Memory Care Unit at The Atria on 9th and Hover in
Longmont. Contact Jeanne Phipps at jeanne@phippsweb.com
Dining for Eight
A fall fellowship activity in which eight people gather for food and conversation. Contact Bob Lee at
bobandsabrinalee@gmail.com if interested.

Habitat Build Day
The next build date for BLC is Saturday, August 27. We will be working on 4 duplex homes. Habitat
will start at 8:00 a.m. and end at 3:00 p.m. We will take a one hour break at noon for lunch. PLEASE
SIGN UP ON THE BULLETIN BOARD IN THE NARTHEX. Thank you. Bob Cotton.

Quilt Update
40 quilts from BLC were successfully delivered to the Lutheran World Relief Warehouse in St. Paul,
Minnesota on Thursday, July 28th. (images)

Outreach Center Needs Donations
The Outreach Center (804 S. Lincoln Street) is getting seriously low on both food and water and needs
donations. For food, they need non-perishable proteins such as cans of tuna with a flip top (our clients don't
have can openers), pouches of flavored tuna and chicken, protein bars and granola bars.

Donations can be dropped off at the Outreach Center Monday, Tuesday, Thursday or Friday between the hours
of 11:00 and 5:00. If these times don't work please contact Andy at andy@hopeforlongmont.org.
Also if you are interested in picking up food for and cooking soups please contact Andy.

