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Through God’s abundant love we 
invite, welcome, and serve as a light 

in the world.
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Order of Worship

Welcome
 +All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.* Please stand as you are able

Prelude                                                                                            

* Gathering

     Congregation may read the bold print aloud.

Visions abound in the readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter. Paul has a vision about what to do. John has a vision of what will 
be. Jesus provides visions of peace that surpasses human understanding and power beyond human imagination.

*Greeting
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

*Thanksgiving for Baptism
In the waters of baptism,
we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation.
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,
who was, who is, and who is to come.
 
We thank you, God, for your river of life,
flowing freely from your throne:
through the earth,
through the city,
through every living thing.
 
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood;
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites.
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy,
and our sin is drowned forever.
You open the gate of righteousness
and we pass safely through.
In Jesus Christ, you calm the troubled waters.
You nourish us and enclose us in safety.
You call us forth and send us out.
In lush and barren places, you are with us.
You have become our salvation.
Now breathe upon this water
and awaken your church once more.
 
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.
To you, our Beginning and our End,
our Shepherd and Lamb,
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving,
now and forever. Amen.
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Hymn of Praise                     Now the Feast and Celebration             

*Prayer of the Day

Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food from your 
tree of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love one an-
other and the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Word 

Word for Kids                                                                                                       Pam B.  
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Gospel                                                                                                           John 5:1-9
Jesus performs a healing miracle on the sabbath. In doing so he both reveals divine creative power and teaches a richer, deeper 
meaning for the sabbath as a healing and creative time.

1After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
 2Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five 
porticoes. 3In these lay many invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. 5One man was there who had 
been ill for thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been there a 
long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be made well?” 7The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have 
no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, someone 
else steps down ahead of me.” 8Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and walk.” 9At once the 
man was made well, and he took up his mat and began to walk.
  Now that day was a sabbath.
                                                                                    Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God.

Psalm                                                                                                                                    Psalm 67
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy. (Ps. 67:4)
 1May God be merciful to us and bless us;
  may the light of God’s face shine upon us.
 2Let your way be known upon earth,
  your saving health among all nations.
 3Let the peoples praise you, O God;
  let all the peoples praise you.
 4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth. 
 5Let the peoples praise you, O God;
  let all the peoples praise you.
 6The earth has brought forth its increase;
  God, our own God, has blessed us.
 7May God give us blessing,
  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe. 
                                                                                   Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God.
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Sermon                                                                                                         Pr. Katie C.                                  

*Hymn of the Day                 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                  ELW  631   
                                                                                                                     verses 1-3                                                                                                                                        
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*Confession of Faith                                                                          Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father;
    through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven,
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
        and became truly human.
        For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
        in accordance with the scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
        He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
    who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
    who has spoken through the prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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*Peace/Offering
We use this time to contemplate God’s gifts to us and to offer our gifts for the sake of God’s world. Those worshiping 
online may take this time to gather bread and wine, or something else to eat and drink. Those worshiping in the sanctuary 
may pick up communion kits or give offerings at the sanctuary doors. Gluten-free wafers are available at the sound booth.

Peace be with you. And also with you. 

All are encouraged to share a sign or word of peace with those nearby while gifts are brought forward

Prayers of Intercession

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, people in 
need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God of new life, open your church to the unexpected ways your Spirit is at work. Guide bishops, 
pastors, deacons, and lay leaders in their visioning, partnership, and planning. Surround us with your 
peace. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Give a vision of increase and abundant harvest for farmers, laborers, and gardeners who are 
beginning their growing season. Join their efforts with the goodness of creation to feed all living 
things. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Shine your light of wisdom and peace among nations. When those in power seek to assert 
dominance over others, confound their ways and make them yield to your humble authority. God, in 
your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Give safe haven to those who seek healing, liberation, or peace (especially). Create places filled with 
hospitality where hurting people find your loving presence and wholeness. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Uphold the work of ministries and organizations in our communities who assist people experiencing 
homelessness, citizens returning from prison, and all marginalized people (especially). Accomplish 
your will through their efforts. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Assemble your people at rivers, streams, and fonts, where we remember our baptism and welcome 
others into the communion of saints. Gather us with those who have died (especially) when we meet 
together at your river of life. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.



Sanctus
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Meal

The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You call your people to cleanse their hearts
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,
that, renewed in the gift of baptism,
we may come to the fullness of your grace.
And so, with your disciples and apostles, and all the saints,
We praise your name and join the unending hymn:

Offertory Prayer
Living God,
you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, and you welcome us all 
at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and show us your wounded and risen body, that we 
may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Words of Institution
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
 
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
 
Remembering, therefore, Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension,
we celebrate God’s coming in glory.
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite all who share this heavenly food, O Lord,
And teach us to live as we pray:
 

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    forever and ever. Amen.



Lamb of God

*Blessing

Communion
All are welcome at the Lord’s table! Our goal at Bethlehem is to invite, welcome, and serve all of 
God’s beloved. During communion we practice this as we offer the sacrament (the blessed bread and 
wine/juice) to anyone who comes forward. If you or your child would prefer a blessing, please come 
forward with arms folded and/or tell the communion server. 

Communion kits are available at the door for any who wish to remain in the pews for communion. To 
receive communion from servers at the front of the sanctuary, follow the usher’s directions to receive 
a cup, receive bread (please indicate to the server if you need gluten-free) and receive wine (first 
chalice) or juice (second chalice). 
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*Blessing

*Sending Hymn                My Life Flows On in Endless Song                        ELW 763
                                                                                                          verses 1, 2, and 4

Announcements

Postlude                                        

Commission
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
    Christ is risen indeed, alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
     Thanks be to God.
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                                                Worship Volunteers

Ministers                              All baptized members of Bethlehem 

Preaching                                  1st  and 2nd service:  Pr. Katie

Assisting Minister                      1st service: Gary K.

                                                   2nd service:  Sharon K. C.

Children’s Sermon                     1st and 2nd service:  Pam B.

Communion Assistants:             1st service:  Shirley K.

                                                   2nd service: Gary K.

Ushers                                       1st service: David B. and Phil G.

                                                  2nd service: Sabrina L. and Todd B.

Greeters                                     1st service: Eva and Glenn S.                 

                                                   2nd service: DeEtte E. and Mary F.

Vocalist                                       Ist service:  David H. and Dennis S.

                                                  2nd service: Steve W.

Accompanist                               Ray L.

                                   


