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Order of Worship
Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The risen Christ is making all things new. In the mystery
of holy baptism God has made new people of us. Today Jesus invites us to see everyone in a new light - through the lens of love.

Prelude
Welcome
+All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.

* Please stand as you are able

Congregation may read the bold print aloud.

* Gathering
*Greeting
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

*Thanksgiving for Baptism
In the waters of baptism,
we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation.
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,
who was, who is, and who is to come.
We thank you, God, for your river of life,
flowing freely from your throne:
through the earth,
through the city,
through every living thing.
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood;
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites.
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy,
and our sin is drowned forever.
You open the gate of righteousness
and we pass safely through.
In Jesus Christ, you calm the troubled waters.
You nourish us and enclose us in safety.
You call us forth and send us out.
In lush and barren places, you are with us.
You have become our salvation.
Now breathe upon this water
and awaken your church once more.
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.
To you, our Beginning and our End,
our Shepherd and Lamb,
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving,
now and forever. Amen.
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Hymn of Praise

*Prayer of the Day

Now the Feast and Celebration

Word

O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our hearts
your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know goodness and
peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Word for Kids

Gary K.

First Reading

Acts 11:1-18

In defense of his earlier baptism of non-Jewish believers, Peter demonstrates to the members of the Jerusalem church that
God’s intention to love Gentiles as well as Jews is revealed in Jesus’ testimony. In this way the mission to the Gentiles is officially
authorized.

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted
the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him,
3
saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4Then Peter began to explain
it to them, step by step, saying, 5“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision.
There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners;
and it came close to me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles,
and birds of the air. 7I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I replied, ‘By
no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9But a second time
the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10This
happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11At that very moment three
men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12The Spirit told me to go with
them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me,
and we entered the man’s house. 13He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and
saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14he will give you a message by which
you and your entire household will be saved.’ 15And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them
just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said,
‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave them the
same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder
God?” 18When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has
given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
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Gospel

John 13:31-35

After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his betrayer, Jesus speaks of his glorification on the
cross. This deep complicated love of Jesus, even to death on the cross, will be the distinctive mark of Jesus’ community.

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been
glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify
him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the
Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment,
that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
31

Sermon

Pr. Katie C.
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*Hymn of the Day

Alleluia! Jesus is Risen

ELW 377
verses 1-3
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*Confession of Faith

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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*Prayers of Intercession
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, people in
need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.

Loving God, lead us to follow your Spirit, rather than our own prejudices or desires, as the church
cares for one another. Open us to perceive your gifts in those we least expect. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Inspire us to praise you through the beauty and majesty of the natural world around us (local natural
areas may be named). Urge us toward more deliberate care of the world you have made. God, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Humble the rulers of nations before your splendor. Direct them to the people who need their attention
most, and turn them from the temptation to hoard wealth or power. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Hasten to dwell among those who are in pain or distress (especially). As Christ enters our deepest
suffering, remain with those experiencing despair and great need. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Place holy love at the center of all our relationships and communities. By your love heal us, convict
us, and renew us. Bring an end to racism in our churches and communities. Let everyone know your
goodness by the love we show one another. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.

Give us a place in the diverse company of your beloved saints. Teach us the value of each person’s
identity, and bless us with a shared identity as your children, kindred of Christ. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; through
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

*Peace/Offering
We use this time to contemplate God’s gifts to us and to offer our gifts for the sake of God’s world. Those worshiping
online may take this time to gather bread and wine, or something else to eat and drink. Those worshiping in the sanctuary
may pick up communion kits or give offerings at the sanctuary doors. Gluten-free wafers are available at the sound booth.

Peace be with you. And also with you.
All are encouraged to share a sign or word of peace with those nearby while gifts are brought forward

Offertory Prayer
Living God,
you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, and you welcome us all
at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and show us your wounded and risen body, that we
may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Meal
The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You call your people to cleanse their hearts
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,
that, renewed in the gift of baptism,
we may come to the fullness of your grace.
And so, with your disciples and apostles, and all the saints,
We praise your name and join the unending hymn:

Sanctus
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Words of Institution
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension,
we celebrate God’s coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite all who share this heavenly food, O Lord,
And teach us to live as we pray:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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Communion
All are welcome at the Lord’s table! Our goal at Bethlehem is to invite, welcome, and serve all of
God’s beloved. During communion we practice this as we offer the sacrament (the blessed bread and
wine/juice) to anyone who comes forward. If you or your child would prefer a blessing, please come
forward with arms folded and/or tell the communion server.
Communion kits are available at the door for any who wish to remain in the pews for communion. To
receive communion from servers at the front of the sanctuary, follow the usher’s directions to receive
a cup, receive bread (please indicate to the server if you need gluten-free) and receive wine (first
chalice) or juice (second chalice).

Lamb of God

*Blessing

*Sending Hymn

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds

ELW 367
verses 2-4

*Blessing
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Announcements
Commission
Go in peace, share the good news! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed, alleluia!

Postlude
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Worship Volunteers
Ministers

All baptized members of Bethlehem

Preaching

1st and 2nd service: Pr. Katie

Assisting Minister

1st service: Todd B.
2nd service: Jenny K.

Children’s Sermon

1st and 2nd service: Gary K.

Communion Assistants:

1st service: Shelley K. and Ken W.
2nd service: Linda H.and Jim W.

Ushers

1st service: Mark A. and Dick K.
2nd service: DeEtte Eikenberg and Dick G.

Greeters

1st service: Betty and Dave B.
2nd service: Barbara W. and Sandy W.

Vocalist

Ist service: Steve W.
2nd service: Steve W.

Accompanist

Ray L.
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May 15, 2022
Through God’s abundant love we
invite, welcome, and serve as a light
in the world
Please remember in prayers: Howard W., Cathy G., Darlene B., Gerry C., Jan M., Kristal H., George D., Lydia M., Bruce
B., Candy T., Jeremy G.; our homebound members: Esther G., Doris C., Brenda H., friends and relatives of our
community: Lori H., Anthony D., Troy C., Michael S., Linda S., June D., Scarlett K., Sue H., Erwin B., Donna S., Ron W.,
and those serving our country: Brett B., Michael K. Jr., Bill W., and Steven R.
Please keep Pr. Katie and Chili in your prayers of peace and comfort on death of their friend Gary in Iowa on May 4, 2022,

By entering this space, you agree to:
●
●
●

Answer Jesus' call to love others by wearing an appropriate face mask when requested. Masks are available
inside each of our entrances.
Distance during worship. For easy distancing, you may sit where there is a quilt.
Notify the church office if you become Covid-19 positive within 48 hours of attending a BLC event. Those
attending will be notified of exposure, but your personal information will not be shared.

Change in Boulder County Community Level
As of 5/12/22, the current Mitigation level is now YELLOW for Boulder County. The PAG
pandemic guidelines indicate that we will now have one service as mask required (8:00 a.m.)
and one service as mask optional (10:15 a.m.). Masks are required in common areas of the
building during any mask required services and activities. The full guidelines can be found at
https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/covid-19-news-and-plans/.
We highly recommend that individuals at high risk for severe disease from COVID19 continue
with all of the mitigation efforts and participation methods recommended by their doctors.
Bethlehem remains committed to offering a variety of hybrid participation opportunities as we
move forward.

Office Hours
Office hours will be limited May 24-June 9, please call ahead to access the building if you do not have a key.

Star Words
On Epiphany Sunday, we received Star Words. In years past the words have come from various bible verses
or Christian themes and even other languages. This year, our Star Words come from the mission statement
written by our Strategic Planning Team in 2020/21. While you ponder your word (and while I ponder mine), we
will ponder together a new word each month. During May we will focus on invite. Ponderings for May: Who has
invited you? To what have you been invited? Who have you invited? To what have you invited others? Why
have you (or why would you) invite others to that?

Spring Training
As our worship practices change, our opportunities to serve the community and God in worship change, too!
Join current worship leaders on Sunday, May 22 between worship services to learn the basic roles of Greeter,
Usher, Acolyte, Assisting Minister (and Reader/Lector), Altar Guild, and Audio-Visual (AV). Experts will be
around to answer questions and give short tutorials (for some roles).

Stolen Mail
Our mailbox was broken into and mail was stolen. If anybody mailed something to the church that would
probably be arriving between Tuesday, May 2 to Wednesday, May 11, please check with Nancy T.
(admin@bethlehem-lutheran.net 303-776-3290) or Jenny K. (financialsec@bethlehem-lutheran.net or
303-651-6226) to see if your mail or check arrived safely.

Vacation Bible School

June 20–24

Registration opened May 1. Our theme this year is “Monumental – Celebrating God’s Greatness”.
https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/ministries/youth/vbs/

Donations needed
The VBS team is in need of some items from the community. You can find a list of needed items at the link
below. Please have them dropped off by June 10 in the collection bin in the Narthex.
https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/ministries/youth/vbs/vbs-donations-needed/

The Little Free Pantry (LFP)
The Little Free Pantry (LFP) is open to anyone in our community to participate by either filling the pantry or
taking from it. The LFP is located just north of the parsonage on Pratt Street, in the open lot. The pantry has
been clearly labeled to make it easy to restock with the following list in order keep the LFP stocked with the
items our community needs.
If you have any questions or need to report any issues with the LFP, please contact the LFP administrator, Chili
at chilibas14@gmail.com or (720) 281-5113.

We are going to be praying for Pueblo de Dios
Our congregation met Pastor Samuel and his wife through our faith formation director Gary Knutson. As our
Social Justice Initiative and missions ministry consider ways we might partner with them, we will pray for them
weekly as they are praying for us as well.

OUR Center’s Empty Bowls Fundraiser
OUR Center’s upcoming Empty Bowls fundraiser to support their Food Programs (Community Café and
Community Market) is on Saturday, June 11. This year’s event was moved from March due to COVID-19 and
will be an ice cream social rather than a soup luncheon. Attendees take home a custom bowl as a reminder of
our neighbors who face hunger, receive a summer treat, and can bid on auction items after the event. Contact
Elain Klotz at elaine@ourcenter.org with any questions.

Sky Ranch BBQ & Bluegrass

Sunday, June 5

Our 14th Annual Sky Ranch Fundraiser BBQ and Bluegrass! Join us for a time of fellowship meeting our 2022
staff, live bluegrass music from Jerusalem Road, delicious BBQ and a bunch of games! This annual event will
be held at Trinity Lutheran Church in Fort Collins, CO on Sunday, June 5 from 4 – 6 pm. All proceeds from the
event will go to Sky Ranch’s summer ministry! For more information, check our website at
www.skyranchcolorado.org/bbq-bluegrass. Feel free to email Ally@skyranchcolorado.org with any questions.

