
Sunday Worship
8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m.

Pastor
Katie Chullino

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
1000 15th Avenue

Longmont, Colorado   80501
Phone: 303-776-3290

Email:  admin@bethlehem-lutheran.net
Website: bethlehem-lutheran.net

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

3rd Sunday after Epiphany

January 23, 2022     

 

Through God’s abundant love we 
invite, welcome, and serve as a light 

in the world.
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Order of Worship

Welcome
 +All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.* Please stand as you are able

Prelude                                                                                            

* Gathering

     Congregation may read the bold print aloud.

God’s glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at attention. People weep. People prostrate themselves in prayer. 
The unity of the church is another reflection of God’s glory. Most gloriously, the promises of God are fulfilled in the person of 
Jesus Christ. Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse the glory of God.

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by name.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
      we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We have turned
           our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we expected. We have 
           rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves. We have failed to show 
           hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept our repentance for the things 
           we have done and the things we have left undone. For the sake of Jesus Christ, have 
           mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe in the glory of your Son born
           among us, and reflect your love for all creation. Amen.

Rejoice in this good news:
In + Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.  You are descendants of the Most High, adopted into the 
         household of Christ, and inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
         Amen.
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Gathering Hymn               Open Your Ears, O Faithful People                        ELW 519

Word 

Prayer of the Day

Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the nourishment of 
your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, 
comforted by your promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.                                          

Word for Kids                                                                                                      Mary B.
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First Reading                                                                        Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
The exiles have returned and rebuilt Jerusalem. Now Ezra, the priest, reads the law of Moses to them in the public square. When 
they hear it, they weep for their sins and for the long years in exile, but Ezra reminds them that “the joy of the Lord is your 
strength.”
1All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the 
scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. 2Accordingly, 
the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear 
with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. 3He read from it facing the square 
before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women 
and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 
5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; 
and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and 
all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and 
worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 8So they read from the book, from the law of God, 
with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.
  9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught 
the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For 
all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. 10Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat 
the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this 
day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”
                                                                                   Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God.                  

Gospel                                                                                                       Luke 4:14-21
Near the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he visits his hometown of Nazareth. In the words of Isaiah, he states and claims his 
identity, purpose, and mission.
14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread 
through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by 
everyone.

  16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given 
to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:
 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
  because he has anointed me
   to bring good news to the poor.
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
  and recovery of sight to the blind,
   to let the oppressed go free,
 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled 
in your hearing.”
                                                                               Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God.       

Sermon                                                                                                         Pr. Katie C.                                  
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*Hymn of the Day                        Hail to the Lord’s Anointed                             ELW 311
                                                                                                                                                             verses 1 and 2

                                                                                                



*Affirmation of Faith                                                                       The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
    creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
    born of the virgin Mary,
    suffered under Pontius Pilate,
    was crucified, died, and was buried;
    he descended to the dead.*
   On the third day he rose again;
    he ascended into heaven,
    he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
    and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
    the holy catholic church,
    the communion of saints,
    the forgiveness of sins,
    the resurrection of the body,
    and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church, the 
world, and all that God has made.

A brief silence.

You reveal yourself to us in the reading of scripture. Fulfill your word through the faithful witness of 
your church. Send us out to bring your liberating good news to all people. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

All creation proclaims your handiwork. Teach us to love the intricate and beautiful bodies that you 
have created. Bless tiny insects, enormous whales, and every creature in between. Sustain species 
at risk of extinction. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

You desire that there be no dissension among us. Where we are divided in our society, nation, or 
world, come quickly to reunite us into one body. Ease conflict, dispel violence, and bring an end to 
war. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Anoint with your Spirit all who seek your favor. Grant provision and justice for people living in poverty, 
people living with disability, those living with pain, or those living under oppression (especially). God 
of grace,
hear our prayer.
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Build up the body of Christ in this place. Bless the variety of ministries in this congregation 
(especially). Empower us to freely welcome and deeply value each person who enters into worship 
and ministry among us. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

In thanksgiving we lift before you the saints for whom the promise of salvation has now been fulfilled. 
Tend to those who mourn (especially). Bring us together in your everlasting glory. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in 
confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Let us pray,
Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. As we offer ourselves and these 
your gifts,prepare us to receive the grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in us the song of 
your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
 
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

All may share signs of peace while the elements are brought forward.

It is indeed right, our work, and our joy to offer thanks and praise to you, O God, for the gift of Jesus 
who is the light of the world.

The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Meal

Peace & Offering
We give because God has given to us. We share peace because Christ brings peace to us. We 
participate in the abundance of God and the peace of the Lord by giving our own time, resources, 
and ourselves to one another. Throughout this season, our offering plates will be located near the 
sanctuary entrance.

Those worshipping at home may gather bread and wine, or something to eat and drink, as we 
prepare to celebrate peace in communion with one another.



Sanctus
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The Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
 
Remembering his command to love one another, opening our own hearts to your Holy Spirit and your 
will, Lord, teach us to live as we pray,
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
       on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
       who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    forever and ever. Amen.

Communion     
Take and eat.  This is the body and blood of Christ given for you. May it strengthen you and give you 
peace. Amen.  (Those taking communion may eat and drink now).

Communion Hymn                           Here is Bread                                                ELW 483
                                                                                                                            verse 1  
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*Sending Hymn               The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve                           ELW 551
                                                                                                                                  verses 1 and 4

Announcements

Commission
Go in peace, be a light in the world!
     Thanks be to God.

Postlude                                        

Blessing
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                                                Worship Volunteers

Ministers                              All baptized members of Bethlehem 

Preaching                                  1st  and 2nd service:  Pr. Katie

Assisting Minister                      1st service:  Steve W.

                                                   2nd service: Pam B.

Children’s Sermon                     1st and 2nd service:  Mary B.

Lay  Reader                               1st service: Steve W.                                                

                                                   2nd service:  Pam B.

Greeters                                     1st service: Sue and Mike S.                              

                                                   2nd service: Sandy B. and Lily B.

Vocalist                                       Ist service:  Steve W.

                                                  2nd service: Steve W.

Accompanist                               Ray L.



January 23, 2021

Please remember in prayers: LaVonne M., Brenda H., Cathy G., Darlene B., Gerry C., Jan M., Kristal
H., George D., Lydia M., Bruce B., Candy T., Jeremy G.; our homebound members:  Esther G., Doris
C., friends and relatives of our community: Aree B., Anthony D., Troy C., Michael S., Linda S., June
D., Scarlett K., Sue H., Erwin B., Donna S., Ron W., and those serving our country: Brett B., Michael
K. Jr., Bill W., and Steven R.

By entering this space, you agree to:
● Answer Jesus' call to love others by wearing an appropriate face mask. Masks are available inside

each of our entrances.
● Distance during worship. For easy distancing, you may sit where there is a quilt.
● Notify the church office if you become Covid-19 positive within 48 hours of attending a BLC event.

Those attending will be notified of exposure, but your personal information will not be shared.

Pandemic Advisory Group Update
Please visit our website for our current Covid-19 guidelines at
https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/covid-19-news-and-plans/
Masks are required for all indoor services and activities!

Current Worship and Fellowship Services
8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. in the sanctuary. The 8:00 a.m. service is live streamed on our YouTube
channel.

Social Justice Initiative
TODAY, Sunday, January 23 at 11:30 a.m. via Zoom. Please visit
https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/serve/sji/ for more information. Contact Margot H.
(nordatter@gmail.com) or Jane L. (janelahman@hotmail.com).

Annual Meeting Reminder:
The annual meeting will be held Sunday, January 30 at 11:30 am on Zoom and in the sanctuary. We will have
limited paper copies of the annual report, so please, download and read online if you are able. You can find the
report on our website at https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/resources/

https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/covid-19-news-and-plans/
https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/covid-19-news-and-plans/
https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/serve/sji/
https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/serve/sji/
mailto:janelahman@hotmail.com
https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/resources/


Star Words
We received 2022 Star Words on Epiphany Sunday. If you have not received or chosen a Star Word
for this year, these are the words given out a church, pick one to focus on this year or month:
abundant, love, invite, welcome, serve, light, world.

Adult Forum
Adult forum will be studying Faith, Sexism, and Justice: A Call to Action, the latest ELCA Social
Statement throughout six sessions to be held on February 6, 13, 20 & March 6, 13, 20 at 9:15 a.m.
Please sign up online or contact the church office to sign-up. Signing up now will help ensure there is
room for those attending in-person and a Zoom set up for those attending online. Sign up at
https://forms.gle/43dUExt7hpfRKPUL9 or call the church office and leave a message for Pastor Katie.

Manna Bible Study
We're studying the book of Psalms by Max Lucado. Manna meets each Monday morning at 9:00 a.m.
in person or find the zoom link on our website . We look forward to exploring the scriptures together
and hope you can join us. All are welcome!  If you have questions, please call or email Phyllis W
(pkwright1360@gmail.com).

Quilting Queens
Quilters are meeting in the Quilting Room and Music Room on Thursdays at 9:00 a.m. to tie quilts.
Anyone interested in quilting is invited to join us! For more information, contact Barbara P
(bjprice47@yahoo.com), or if you would like to donate or purchase a quilt, please contact the church
office (303-776-3290).

Nominating Committee
Thanks to Sabrina L. and Cindy T. who were elected to fill the open 2021/22 Nominating Committee
positions. The Nominating Committee is still in conversation about candidates for Evangelism Chair
and the 2022/23 Nominating Committee. Recommendations are welcome. Please contact Gene S.,
Mike S., Sabrina L., or Cindy T.

Fire Disaster Relief
If you'd like to volunteer or contribute donations for victims of the Marshall Fire, please see our
website (https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/serve/marshall-fire/).

https://forms.gle/43dUExt7hpfRKPUL9
https://forms.gle/43dUExt7hpfRKPUL9
https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/serve/marshall-fire/


The Nicaragua Project and 84 Children Thank You
The wonderful donors who came forward during our winter fund drive for our Nicaragua mission
raised nearly enough for 6 more months of serving the children in our project in Somoto. To donate
please go to the Bethlehem website, go to “donate”, then “online giving” and then scroll down to the
Nicaragua Project. For more information please contact Cathy G. (cegood47@aol.com) or visit our
website https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/serve/international/#nicaragua-mission

Pratt Street Little Free Pantry
Please find the winter food list below that reflects the needs of our community and items that are safe
to have in the pantry during freezing conditions. If you or a group you are part of would like to step up
to adopt a day of the week to help stock the pantry, please contact Chili (chilibas14@gmail.com).

Multiple Giving and Pledge Options for BLC
Please visit our website to see our donating and pledge options and for further information at
https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/donate/
If you have any questions about either our giving or pledging, please contact Jenny, our financial secretary
(financialsec@bethlehem-lutheran.net, 303-651-6226).

https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/serve/international/#nicaragua-mission
https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/donate/
https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/donate/
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