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2nd Sunday after Epiphany
January 16, 2022

Order of Worship
The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation of God’s glory to us as it was made known to the magi and to
those on Jordan’s banks at Jesus’ baptism—today using wedding imagery. Our God rejoices over God’s people as those being
married rejoice over one another. By the power of the Spirit there are gifts galore for everyone. In Christ Jesus the best wine is
saved for last. Taste and see.

Prelude
Welcome
+All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism.

* Please stand as you are able

Congregation may read the bold print aloud.

Confession and Forgiveness

* Gathering

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by name.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and your beloved children.
We have turned our faces away from your glory
when it did not appear as we expected.
We have rejected your word
when it made us confront ourselves.
We have failed to show hospitality
to those you called us to welcome.
Accept our repentance for the things we have done
and the things we have left undone.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe
in the glory of your Son born among us,
and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.
Rejoice in this good news:
In + Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.
You are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ,
and inheritors of eternal life.
Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
Amen.
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Hymn of Praise

Word
Prayer of the Day
Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory and led many to faith by the
works of your Son, who brought gladness and salvation to his people. Transform us by the
Spirit of his love, that we may find our life together in him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Word for Kids

Dave H.
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First Reading

Isaiah 62:1-5

The people’s return to Judah after the exile was marred by economic and political troubles. Nevertheless, the prophet declares,
Jerusalem and Judah will be restored. God will rejoice over Jerusalem as a bridegroom rejoices over the bride, and the people are
called to the celebration.

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
   and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
   and her salvation like a burning torch.
2
The nations shall see your vindication,
   and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name
   that the mouth of the Lord will give.
3
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,
   and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
4
You shall no more be termed Forsaken,
   and your land shall no more be termed Desolate;
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her,
   and your land Married;
for the Lord delights in you,
   and your land shall be married.
5
For as a young man marries a young woman,
   so shall your builder marry you,
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride,
   so shall your God rejoice over you.
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
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Gospel

John 2:1-11

Turning water to wine at the wedding at Cana is described as the first of Jesus’ signs. Through many such epiphanies, Jesus
reveals that he bears God’s creative power and joyful presence into the world.

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2Jesus
and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3When the wine gave out, the mother of
Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to
you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” 5His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells
you.” 6Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding
twenty or thirty gallons. 7Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the
brim. 8He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they took it. 9When
the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though
the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom 10and said to him,
“Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk.
But you have kept the good wine until now.” 11Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee,
and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
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Sermon

Pr. Katie C.

3

*Hymn of the Day

Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness

ELW 488
verses 1 and 2
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*Affirmation of Faith

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church, the
world, and all that God has made.
A brief silence.

By your Spirit, activate within your church gifts of faith, healing, and prophecy. Unite those who
profess your name across congregations, denominations, and geographic boundaries. Open our
hearts to recognize and celebrate surprising miracles. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Your creation reflects your generosity. Bless farmers, migrant farmworkers, orchard-keepers,
ranchers, and all who tend the abundance of the land. Protect food and water sources from
destruction, that all can eat and drink and be satisfied. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
By your Spirit, grant wisdom, knowledge, and discernment to those who hold leadership positions
at any level. Direct policymakers toward compassionate decisions that build up safe and just
communities. Lead all authorities in seeking and serving the common good. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
As Jesus provided generously in a moment of need, provide generous gifts of healing for those in
need this day (especially). Provide abundantly for all who are hungry or thirsty, all seeking shelter,
and all who seek peace. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
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You see us for who we are and you delight in us. Embrace those struggling with self-worth, wrestling
with self-identity, or facing significant life transition. Remind us that nothing can separate us from your
love. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You bless us through the spiritual gifts of the saints who have gone before us. We give thanks for the
life of Martin Luther King Jr. and all who have modeled the way of courageous faith (especially). God
of grace,
hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in
confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Meal
Peace & Offering
We give because God has given to us. We share peace because Christ brings peace to us. We
participate in the abundance of God and the peace of the Lord by giving our own time, resources,
and ourselves to one another. Throughout this season, our offering plates will be located near the
sanctuary entrance.
Those worshipping at home may gather bread and wine, or something to eat and drink, as we
prepare to celebrate peace in communion with one another.
The peace of the Lord be with you.
And also with you.
All may share signs of peace while the elements are brought forward.

Let us pray,
Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. As we offer ourselves and these
your gifts,prepare us to receive the grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in us the song of
your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
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Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our work, and our joy to offer thanks and praise to you, O God, for the gift of Jesus
who is the light of the world.

The Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering his command to love one another, opening our own hearts to your Holy Spirit and your
will, Lord, teach us to live as we pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Communion
Take and eat. This is the body and blood of Christ given for you. May it strengthen you and give you
peace. Amen. (Those taking communion may eat and drink now).
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Communion Hymn

Blessing
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*Sending Hymn

Song of Thankfulness and Praise

Announcements
Commission
Go in peace, be a light in the world!
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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Worship Volunteers
Ministers

All baptized members of Bethlehem

Preaching

1st and 2nd service: Pr. Katie

Assisting Minister

1st service: Shelley K.
2nd service: Jim W.

Children’s Sermon

1st and 2nd service: Dave H.

Lay Reader

1st service: Shelley K.
2nd service: Jim W.

Greeters

1st service: Sandy and Jim W.
2nd service: Betty C. and Nancy T.

Vocalist

Ist service: Dave H. and Dennis S.
2nd service: Steve W.

Accompanist

Ray L.
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January 16, 2021

Please remember in prayers: Roberta F., Dion B., Dennis B., Brenda H., Cathy G., Darlene B., Gerry
C., Jan M., Kristal H., George D., Lydia M., Bruce B., Candy T., Jeremy G.; our homebound members:
Esther G., Doris C., Peggy P.; friends and relatives of our community: Anthony D., Troy C., Michael
S., Linda S., Judy I., June D., Scarlett K., Sue H., Erwin and Grace B., Donna S., Ron W., and those
serving our country: Brett B., Michael K. Jr., Bill W., and Steven R.

By entering this space, you agree to:
●
●
●

Answer Jesus' call to love others by wearing an appropriate face mask. Masks are available inside
each of our entrances.
Distance during worship. For easy distancing, you may sit where there is a quilt.
Notify the church office if you become Covid-19 positive within 48 hours of attending a BLC event.
Those attending will be notified of exposure, but your personal information will not be shared.

A grateful thank you to the anonymous donor of the 6 creation story needle points that are hanging in the
Narthex. They were lovingly handmade and your time and talents are much appreciated.

Pandemic Advisory Group Update
Please visit our website for our current Covid-19 guidelines at
https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/covid-19-news-and-plans/
Masks are required for all indoor services and activities!

Current Worship and Fellowship Services
8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. in the sanctuary. The 8:00 a.m. service is live streamed on our YouTube channel.

Social Justice Initiative
Sunday, January 23 at 11:30 a.m. via Zoom. Please visit https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/serve/sji/ for more
information. Contact Margot H. (nordatter@gmail.com) or Jane L. (janelahman@hotmail.com).
Please Note: The meeting scheduled for January 9 has been postponed until January 23, 2022 at 11:30. We
are sorry for any inconvenience.

Upcoming Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 30 at 11:30 a.m. Further details will be provided. Mark your calendars today!

Manna Bible Study
We're studying the book of Psalms by Max Lucado. Manna meets each Monday morning at 9:00 a.m. in
person or find the zoom link on our website . We look forward to exploring the scriptures together and hope you
can join us. All are welcome! If you have questions, please call or email Phyllis W (pkwright1360@gmail.com).

Quilting Queens
Quilters are meeting in the Quilting Room and Music Room on Thursdays at 9:00 a.m. to tie quilts. Anyone
interested in quilting is invited to join us! For more information, contact Barbara P (bjprice47@yahoo.com), or if
you would like to donate or purchase a quilt, please contact the church office (303-776-3290).

Nominating Committee
Thanks to Sabrina Lee and Cindy Tayler who were elected to fill the open 2021/22 Nominating Committee
positions. The Nominating Committee is still in conversation about candidates for Evangelism Chair and the
2022/23 Nominating Committee. Recommendations are welcome. Please contact Gene Schnabel, Mike Smith,
Sabrina Lee, or Cindy Tayler.

Fire Disaster Relief
If you'd like to volunteer or contribute donations for victims of the Marshall Fire, please see our website
(https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/serve/marshall-fire/).

The Border Immersion Trip
We are nearing the time to send in our first Grand Junction, CO group deposit for
The Border Immersion Trip from El Paso into Juarez! While the trip is scheduled for April 9-15, 2022, we would
also like to confirm, in January, who can participate in this group trip from other Rocky Mountain Synod
congregations so that we can send in our first deposit by February!
For more information or to confirm your participation you are invited to attend an ONLINE ZOOM MEETING
Monday, January 24 at 7:00 pm (MT). To receive the Zoom link please advise Deacon Gail Britt (Grand
Junction) Brittgail2545@gmail.com
A passport and Covid vaccination are required. Participants are advised to obtain a new passport as soon as
possible.
An estimated $600-625 for the week, includes lodging at the church, group meals, ground transportation while
in El Paso and group deposits. (Does not include airfare or hotel accommodations)
Feel free to pass this on to your friends and family too! For more information, please contact Deacon Gail

Multiple Giving and Pledge Options for BLC
Please visit our website to see our donating and pledge options and for further information at
https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/donate/
If you have any questions about either our giving or pledging, please contact Jenny, our financial secretary
(financialsec@bethlehem-lutheran.net, 303-651-6226).

