
BLC Guidelines for Worship (as of November 15, 2021) approved 11/22/21

These guidelines are based on current CDC, State of Colorado, Boulder County and Rocky
Mountain Synod guidelines for worship services. They are reviewed by the Pandemic
Advisory Group, approved by the BLC church council, and updated as new pandemic
information becomes available.

We offer online worship services on our YouTube channel for those not ready to worship in
person. You can find additional information on our website (Bethlehem Lutheran Church).

By entering our space, you agree to answer Jesus’ call to love others by wearing an
appropriate face mask and keeping social distance. Our approach to COVID-19 mitigation
is layered: we encourage vaccinations as the main way to stem the spread of the
pandemic; we wear appropriate face masks to protect ourselves and others; and we keep
social distance to further decrease the chance of spreading an infection. Our goal is to
keep a safe environment for all who worship with us, even the youngest ones.

These guidelines and recommendations use the latest CDC, State of Colorado, Boulder
County, and Rocky Mountain Synod information. Where there are discrepancies, groups
should follow the strictest advice whether it is from one of these organizations or from BLC:

CDC: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view
State of Colorado: Places of worship & associated ceremonies | Colorado
COVID-19 Updates
Boulder County: Indoor Mask Order - Boulder County
Rocky Mountain Synod: https://www.rmselca.org/corona-virus

Guidelines:

1) All travelers who have attended a high risk event or been in a high risk area, especially
international travelers, should wait at least five (5) days from the day of return to
participate in BLC worship and events or have a negative COVID-19 test result at least
three (3) days after their return.

2) All individuals attending worship should:

a) Have no COVID-19 symptoms. (For a list of symptoms see:
https://covid19.colorado.gov/covid19-symptoms);

b) Have no known exposure to anyone with COVID-19 in the past 14 days;
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c) Wear an appropriate face mask while in the building. You may not enter the BLC
building without an appropriate mask. (For mask guidance see: Your Guide to
Masks | CDC.) Only worship leaders are permitted to be unmasked as needed
during the service, and they must remain 12 feet from others when unmasked;

Be advised that Boulder County Health department inspectors are visiting
churches and issuing citations if people are found inside in violation of the mask
requirements. The first violation is a warning; the second is a $5000 fine; and the
third violation (by anyone) could result in BLC being closed.

d) Remain six feet apart from individuals who do not live in their home; our seating
arrangement is as close to 6 foot distance as possible using the quilts as guides;

e) Report to the church office (303-776-3290) if they develop COVID-19 symptoms
or test positive for COVID-19 within the 14 days following attendance at a service
(your personal information will not be shared as others affected are notified).

We thank you for your attention and cooperation and look forward to having you join us in
worship. If you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions, please feel free to contact our
Pandemic Advisory Group (pag@bethlehem-lutheran.net).
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