
BLC Guidelines for Group Gatherings (as of October 18, 2021)

These guidelines are based on current CDC, State of Colorado, Boulder County and Rocky
Mountain Synod guidelines for group gatherings. They are reviewed by the Pandemic
Advisory Group, approved by the BLC church council, and updated as new pandemic
information becomes available.

1. Group Gatherings may include up to 12 or 30 people (see spaces available information
below) who are following social distancing recommendations per the latest CDC, State
of Colorado, Boulder County, and Rocky Mountain Synod guidelines. Where there are
discrepancies, groups should follow the strictest advice whether it is from one of these
organizations or from BLC:

a. (Bethlehem Lutheran Church :: COVID-19 News and Plans.
b. CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
c. State of Colorado: https://covid19.colorado.gov/
d. Boulder County: Indoor Mask Order - Boulder County
e. Rocky Mountain Synod: https://www.rmselca.org/corona-virus

2. Every gathering must have a designated leader. The gathering group leader has the
following responsibilities:

a. Sign up to use designated space (pavilion/stable area, courtyard, fellowship
hall, library Fireside room, or youth room) at least 72 hours in advance of
gathering. Call 303-776-3290 to reserve a space and time.

b. Ensure that someone in the group has a key if indoor access is needed. (Note:
Keys require background checks.)

c. Please see the church website for updates before your event
(https://bethlehem-lutheran.net/gather/covid-19-news-and-plans.html). Share the
most current BLC mask rules with the group.

d. For indoor events: ensure that tables used are wiped down after the event (and
before if you would like). Staff will let you know where supplies are when you
reserve space. Please notify staff if you see a shortage of supplies.

e. For outdoor events: ensure group members know to bring their own chairs if
needed. (Note: there are picnic tables in the stable, benches near the stable, and
benches in the pavilion.)

f. Share with group members if another person in the group has become sick
with COVID-19 in the 14 days following the event.

3. All individuals at the gathering must:
a. Have no COVID-19 symptoms. (For a list of symptoms see:

https://covid19.colorado.gov/covid19-symptoms)
b. Have no known exposure to anyone with COVID-19 in the past 14 days
c. Report to group leader if they develop COVID-19 symptoms or test

positive for COVID-19 in the 14 days following gathering
d. Remain six feet apart from individuals who do not live in their home.
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e. If inside, wear a mask while at the gathering. You may not enter the BLC
building without a mask. (For mask guidance see: Your Guide to Masks | CDC.)
Be advised that Boulder County Health department inspectors are visiting
churches and issuing citations if people are found inside in violation of the mask
requirements. The third violation (by anyone) could result in BLC being closed.

f. Not cross between other groups which might be meeting in other spaces.
4. Groups have a two hour time-frame. These two hours include your time for set-up and

clean-up.
5. Groups must understand that the gathering will be canceled by the church if

COVID-19 rates or guidelines indicate it necessary. Groups must also understand the
gathering may be cancelled due to bad weather. Moving inside may or may not be an
option. Consult with the office if you need an indoor back-up plan.

6. Trash must be collected and placed in the dumpster in the white fence enclosure.
7. People are asked to bring their own chairs, food and beverages (non-alcoholic only).
8. No staff, volunteer, council, or church member will be required to attend your

gathering. If they are invited to attend, they are considered in your group gathering
count of people.

9. Groups meeting indoors are allowed to drink and eat inside by following the
instructions that are given by airlines: “pull your mask down, take a drink or bite,
and then immediately pull your mask back in place.” This compromise, much like
using the communion kits during worship, should allow groups to remain
responsible and enjoy food and drink.

10.All travelers who have attended a high risk event or been in a high risk area, especially
international travelers, should wait at least (5) days from the day of return to participate
in BLC worship and events or have a negative COVID-19 test result at least three days
after return.

Additional Suggestions:
1. Bring a few disposable masks for participants who may forget. If you do not have extra

masks, contact the church office. Be advised that Boulder County Health department
inspectors are visiting churches and issuing citations if people are found inside in
violation of the mask requirements.

2. Bring a bottle of hand sanitizer. There are also sanitizing units at the main doors and
the north doors.

3. Bring bug repellent and sunscreen for outdoor events.
4. Encourage group members to each bring a bottle of water.
5. Offer Zoom meetings or phone calls with group members unable to participate in an

in-person gathering.
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Spaces Available for Reservation at BLC

Stable/Pavilion
There is currently no limit on the number of people for this space.
You can schedule in two hour time slots.
Monday - Friday: 9:00 a.m.–7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
Sundays: 2:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m.

Fellowship Hall
October 18, 2021–June, 2022
This area is available for groups up to 30 people.
You can schedule in two hour time slots.
Monday–Friday: 1:00 p.m.–7 p.m.
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
Sundays: 2:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m.

Courtyard
There is currently no limit on the number of people for this space.
Monday–Friday: 1:00 p.m.–7 p.m.
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
Sundays: 2:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m.

Youth Room
This area is available for groups up to 12 people.
Monday–Friday: 1:00 p.m.–7 p.m.
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
Sundays: 2:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m.

Fireside Room/Library
This area is available for groups up to 12 people.
Monday–Friday: 1:00 p.m.–7 p.m.
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.
Sundays: 2:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m.

For BLC Group Gatherings in Other Settings:
If you cannot reserve a space at BLC, you might consider hosting in a group member’s
yard, at a local restaurant, or at a local park. Since you are still meeting as a BLC group,
we ask that you follow the same requirements above. Instead of reserving a BLC space
with the office, we ask that you notify the BLC office with the details of your meeting. Also,
don’t forget to email news@bethlehem-lutheran.net with announcements for your event!
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